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Abstract

The reader of this new issue of the Arab Radio Magazine will notice that it focuses on the three
major events that the Arab States Broadcasting Union (ASBU) organized in October 2021, which
are, respectively:

The first Arab media congress

The 21st session of the Arab Radio and Television Festival: Communication and Renewal

Inauguration of the new Royal Swiss Asbu Hotel.

What gave these events deep dimension and added value was that they took place under the
supervision of the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, Mr. Ahmed Abul Gheith, and in
the presence of a group of ministers, ambassadors, and the ASBU President, Mr. Mohamed Abdul
Mohsen Al-Awash, Engineer Abdel Rahim Suleiman, ASBU Director General, heads of Arab radio
and television corporations, and representatives of international broadcasting unions, specialized
experts, and a large groups of media professionals and invitees.

- The Arab Media Congress is organized by ASBU for the first time, and it attracted attention at
home and abroad. It addressed the most prominent issues and challenges facing the media, especially
audio-visual media, in the world today. These are: the challenges of public media in light of the
explosion of private satellite channels and new media, the crisis of the print press and a future
vision, training and rehabilitation of human resources. The congress was preceded by two thematic
workshops, the first of which examined developments in enhancing viewing, content industry,
production, distribution and broadcasting through various media, while the second examined issues
related to radio and television production: the drama industry, as example.

- In conclusion, the congress declaration was issued, and outlined the future path for the issues
that were raised, by presenting a set of constructive recommendations and proposals, within the
framework of the search for development mechanisms and invoking opportunities for renewal,
according to professional approaches that respond to international standards.

- On another level, this issue includes comprehensive coverage of the various components of the
Arab Radio and Television Festival, whose twenty-first session was held in special circumstances,
characterized by the continuation of the Covid 19 pandemic, and required the supervisors of this
media, technical and technological demonstration to devise innovative formulas, taking into account
the preventive measures.

On this basis, it was decided that the events would combine the physical and virtual forms, and
ASBU adopted for the purpose an advanced digital platform, while the judging process for radio and
television competitions was conducted for the first time using remote communication techniques, and
also part of the technology exhibition and program market took place both physically and virtually.

Meanwhile, ASBU General Directorate continued to work on social media with the aim of
promoting the festival to the widest scale, and succeeded in covering all the events on these sites in
real time.

The trilogy of events, as described by the Director General, Engineer Abderrahim Suleiman,
culminated in the inauguration of the hotel that ASBU built next to its headquarters, the Royal Suiss
Asbu Hotel, to be a service and investment project that mainly accommodates visitors participating in
the various ASBU activities throughout the year, in addition to opening up to the tourism movement
in Tunisia.

This new achievement came in an exquisite outfit, combining elegance of appearance, beauty of
modern architecture and good exploitation and employment.
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